Use of cytomegalovirus (CMV) hyperimmune globulin for prevention of CMV disease in CMV-seropositive lung transplant recipients.
Our data suggest that CMVIG in combination with ganciclovir effectively reduces the incidence, and delays the onset of CMV infections in seropositive lung transplant recipients. In addition, its use may be associated with less severe CMV infection and a lower incidence of bacterial or fungal opportunistic infection. Although the number of patients in the study is small, high-titer CMVIG may be more effective than standard titer immunoglobulin in the prevention of CMV disease in lung transplant recipients. Several questions remain in addition to these: What is the optimal dosage and duration of treatment with CMVIG for prophylaxis of CMV infection and disease in lung transplant recipients; Is this strategy cost-effective; Will it reduce the incidence of obliterative bronchiolitis following lung transplantation and enhance allograft survival? A prospective, random-assignment trial is warranted to answer these questions.